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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2014
Students breaking out facepaint and “Maty Mauk likes 
Nickelback ” signs can only mean one thing — ESPN’s 
College GameDay is coming back to the Horseshoe.
The weekly marquee matchup show will head Columbia 
Saturday to do a live three-hour pre-game show for 
USC’s game against unranked University of Missouri.
“GameDay seeks to be at the biggest game of the 
week,” said Dave Nagle, director of communications 
at ESPN.  “You have two solid teams, new rivals in the 
SEC. [College GameDay has] been to Columbia (South 
Carolina) before, and it’s a great scene, and we are 
looking forward to another great Saturday morning there.” 
The matchup with Missouri, who joined the SEC two 
years ago, has already blossomed into a new rivalry, with 
each Columbia team annually fighting for the Mayor’s 
Cup.
College GameDay wants to capture that atmosphere.
College GameDay is returning to Columbia for 
the seventh time and the third time since 2010. The 
Gamecocks are 3-3 in the times GameDay has visited.
Last year’s game in Columbia, Missouri featured a 
double-overtime thriller that ended with a missed fi eld 
goal and a Carolina victory.
The last time College GameDay visited the historic 
Horseshoe was in 2012 for the annual clash between 
South Carolina and the Georgia Bulldogs. And the 
Gamecocks won that game in dominating fashion, 
beating the rival 35-7. 
“We’re always fi red up to get those guys here,” coach 
Steve Spurrier said. “We’ve had some good fortune when 
they come around. Hopefully that will continue.”
Spurrier’s not the only one getting pumped — students 
are just as excited to welcome the GameDay crew back 
to the Horseshoe.  
“I was so excited this morning I almost messed up 
my haircut because I jumped so high out of the salon 
chair,” Student Body President Lindsay Richardson said. 
“My advice to everyone this week is to save up your 
energy and your voice to bring the best and loudest fan 
excitement College GameDay has ever seen.”
Collyn Taylor
@COLLYNPTAYLOR
College GameDay comes back 
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August 19 - October 19
Do you think you have the best Fancave? 
Then enter the 2014 Gamecock Fancave Challenge.
1420
Join us Sept. 26 for Parents Weekend 
for our mother/daughter Self-Defense 
Class!
In support of Healthy Carolina 
Improving student success through healthy living









Martial Arts Room, Strom Thurmond 
Wellness & Fitness Center
All events will be held
Sexual Assault and Violence
Intervention & Prevention
Student Health Services
Free for students, students’ mothers, faculty and staff
USC’s Student Health Services Sexual Assault 
and Violence Intervention & Prevention 
(SAVIP) partners with USC’s Division of Law 
Enforcement and Safety to offer Women’s 
Self-Defense Classes. 
Registration is required; register by calling 






Federally insured by NCUA
*Approval is based on credit worthiness; existing AllSouth auto loans are not eligible for this promotion. 2010 and newer vehicles only;
minimum loan amount of $5,000. Interest will continue to accrue during the 90 days with no payment. $100 will be deposited into your








The sunlight shone through the 
trees and hit the table filled with a 
cake, champagne glasses and other 
wedding essentials. A dress sat next 
to the table. Next to it, were Kevin 
Sinkler and Danielle Dubose.
The couple stood on the Horseshoe, 
a s  t he  Wedd i ng Pla n n i ng a nd 
Management class blew bubbles 
around them and read their love 
story to the crowd assembled at the 
McCutchen House Saturday. 
Dubose, who is four years older 
than Sinkler, met him while she was 
in high school and he was in middle 
school. The two went out of touch 
when she went off to college, only 
to meet up again and start dating in 
2010. Dubose said she knew her his 
brother before she knew her future 
husband.
Now, after four years of dating, the 
two are ready to tie the knot. 
But Sinkler and Dubose’s wedding 
won’t be l ike other weddings — 
everything from the cake to the dress, 
all the way down to the invitations, 
is either made by the students in the 
class or donated by stores in Columbia.
“It’s a lot of really good networking 
in Columbia because I get to meet 
a lot of people that supply things 
for our area,” second-year tourism 
management student Morgan Tolson 
said. “I get to see what I want to do. 
It’s a lot harder than what I think it 
would be in real life.”
Dubose’s dress has been made, but 
the cake and other wedding essentials 
are still in production. Tolson said 
Students will throw fairy 
tale wedding for USC 
grad and fi ancé for free
Couple ‘blessed’ with free USC wedding
Collyn Taylor
@COLLYNPTAYLOR
Firemen under investigation 
for campaigning on city time
Armed robbery of CVS 
under investigation
White House intruder 
identifi ed as veteran
Collyn Taylor / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Wedding Planning class announced the winners of the wedding contest.WEDDING • 3
The man who was accused of scaling the fence 
and entering the White House Friday was identifi ed 
as Omar Gonzalez, 42, a veteran from Iraq, the 
Associated Press reported. He was awarded a medal 
for his service but retired due to disability.
The Texas native served from 1997 to 2003 and 
again from 2005 to 2012. The military will not 
release information about Gonzalez’s disability, due 
to privacy concerns.
Gonzalez entered the White House with a knife, 
which his former stepson, Jerry Murphy, said he 
always carries with him. He said Gonzalez owns 
“plenty of firepower” that he could have brought 
with him and argued that Gonzalez had no intention 
to harm anyone.
Gonzalez is expected to face charges of unlawfully 
entering a restricted building or grounds with 
a deadly or dangerous weapon in federal court 
Monday.
— Natalie Pita, News Editor
Columbia police are searching for a suspect in 
an armed robbery at the Harden Street CVS on 
Saturday night shortly before 9 p.m. Sunday, WIS 
reported. 
The suspect, after entering the store, held a 
handgun at several employees and at least one 
customer.
The pharmacy area was locked and closed for 
business, so the suspect demanded over-the-counter 
pain medicine and money.
One employee gave him money, which was when 
the suspect to fl ee on foot. There were no injuries 
resulting from this incident.
The suspect is described as a white man with a 
black or dark brown mustache. He was last seen 
wearing a dark shirt, blue jeans, a blue handkerchief 
around his neck and sunglasses. 
— Natalie Pita, News Editor
Four Charleston f iremen are subject to a 
personnel invest igat ion for their role in a 
television advertisement for U.S. Senate candidate 
Thomas Ravenel, The State reported.
The men dressed in their uniforms, gave a 
thumbs up in the advertisement, while they posed 
in front of a red fi re engine, which violates the 
city’s rule against employees campaigning on city 
time.
Ravenel is an independent candidate running 
against incumbent Republican U.S. Sen. Lindsey 
Graham and Democratic state Sen. Brad Hutto.
The f iremen under investigation are Capt. 
Robert Fulmer, Engineer Dav id Chappel l, 
Firefi ghter William Finley and Firefi ghter Grey 
Mumpower.
— Natalie Pita, News Editor
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Deal expires 9/30/14

























that after she saw the couple win, 
she’s ready to get back to work on the 
wedding, and the rest of the class is 
ready to get back, too.
“Everything has been hectic so far,” 
Tolson said. “We didn’t know each 
other to begin with. It’s nice to fi nally 
see everyone on the same page and we 
know what we are working for.”
The wedding is scheduled for Nov. 
20, and the couple is excited for their 
newly announced big day. 
Sinkler is in the National Guard, 
while Dubose works with BMW. 
Sinkler graduated from Newberry 
College and Dubose graduated from 
USC with a degree in social work.
And as far as the wedding goes, 
Dubose said she’s excited for the 
reception. 
“You get to be with all your friends, 
the stress is gone, and you get to have 
fun,” Dubose said.
To get the wedding, the couple 
submits their love story to be reviewed 
by the class and the class chooses who 
gets the wedding.
Sinkler and Dubose were chosen 
over two other couples to receive 
the wedding. As the bubbles swirled 
around them and the class read their 
to the audience, the smiled and 
thought about how they met and their 
previous four years of dating.
After the announcement, Dubose 
said she was thankful that they were 
chosen and are happy to get the 
process going.
“It means a whole lot. We both 
graduated from school and we didn’t 
know where we were going to get the 
money,” she said. “We were planning 
on getting married but there was not 
much of a way we could have gotten 
anything this extravagant on our own. 
It’s a blessing.”
WEDDING • Continued from 2
Collyn Taylor / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Kevin Sinkler and Danielle Dubose were concerned about how they were going to 
afford their winning, but the Wedding Planning and Management class have it covered.
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On Saturday, a vast congregation 
of sexually frustrated misfi ts and 
general freaks gathered together in 
one space under the shadow of the 
State House.
I am, of course, referring to the 
clot of elderly white people that 
saw fi t to protest the 25th annual 
South Carolina Pride Parade.  
Holding cheerful signs like 
“Walk with SHAME,” a long line 
of these f labby men (I counted 
one woman) stood side-by-side in 
pained, unsmiling silence, their 
multiple chins quivering furiously 
in unison like Jello. Some were 
literally waving and thumping 
bibles.
Many of them looked l ike 
Wodehousian stereotypes; it was as 
if they had been poured into their 
suits in the morning and forgot to 
say “when.”
Compared to the booming, 
cheerful Pride crowd on the 
other side of the street, these 
loser-types puttered around in sad 
little vectors, desperately trying to 
keep their atrophied joints from 
dropping their heavy-handed 
signs.
It was a study in opposites. 
On one side, movement, color 
and laughter. On the other side, 
stillness (aside from their hyper-
active multiple chins), black and 
white signs and an aching silence.
There was a rea l spir it  of 
antagonistic public demonstration, 
which is rare — if not unheard 
of — in South Carolina. There 
isn’t nearly enough of it now, 
and there should be. Solid public 
demonstrations, unlike internet 
discussion boards, have a defi ned 
image and attract TV cameras like 
nobody’s business.
At least they managed to spell 
“alternate lifestyles” correctly 
on their various signs. I had 
always thought that they were 
as unintell igent as they were 
unsightly. In other words, they 
had always seemed as smart as they 
looked.
H a p p i l y,  t h i s 
was not the case 
this t ime around. 
S o m e o n e  w h o 
could spell, surely 
revered among their 
number, had mass 
produced the signs 
and were handing 
them out.
(But, then again, 
how hard is it really to mess up a 
sign saying “Sodomy is sin?”)
Best of all were the counter-
protesters dotted throughout 
the morose line, waving rainbow 
f lags and signs mock ing the 
demonstrators. Some took up the 
soft Christian message: “Jesus said 
‘love thy neighbor.’” 
Others were more subversive, 
like the one guy holding a neon “I 
have a sign!” poster. If you could 
compile all of the dirty looks he got 
by the humorless demonstrators 
into a book, you’d have a tome 
about as long as any holy scripture.
W hi le  t hey were rou nd ly 
ignored by the bible-thumping 
side, their presence goes to show 
that there is an actual debate to be 
had here.
Many who walked in the parade 
did so as members of pro-LGBT 
Christ ian congregat ions — I 
would be out of line if I didn’t 
mention that. They were met with 
some of the loudest cheers of the 
whole bunch. (After all, no one is 
more fanatical than a convert.) 
While I st il l think that all 
religion is more or less a racket, 
it did my heart good to see a 
grinning old man decked out in a 
pastor’s frock, holding a bible with 
a rainbow f lag carefully tucked 
between its pages.
After a while, I almost felt bad 
for those sad, sweaty men wasting 
their Saturday afternoon waving 
angry signs. The world is leaving 
them behind and they know it. 
When the 50th South Carolina 
Pride event comes around, chances 
are there will be few, if any of 
them left — apart from their 
hate-indoctrinated children or 
grandchildren.
W hich is a lmost a shame. 
Their pit ifu l, rumpled-shir t 
presence gave a sort of heat 
to the performance. The Pride 
event had a strong image to fi ght 
against. Their stern faces remind 
us just how important the LGBT 
movement is, especially in a state 
full of used-car-salesmen types 
who would rather see their sons 
disowned or dead than kissing 
other men. 
For the fi rst time in two years, 
College GameDay is coming to 
USC. As it turns out, the good 
folks at ESPN think the South 
Carolina-Missouri game is the 
most excit ing football game 
going on in the nation Saturday. 
And that may well be true.
(Seriously, though, what else 
are they supposed to cover? The 
Buffalo Bulls against the Miami 
(of Ohio) RedHawks?) 
It’s always nice to see our 
campus so prominently featured 
on national television — even 
if it will be hard to see the full 
glory of the Horseshoe behind 
the rabid, sleep-deprived fans 
that wi l l  crowd around the 
CGD sports desk like apostles 
jostling their various prophets 
for attention or spare change.
But aside from the heavy TV 
studio equipment, hordes of 
parents will also be en-route to 
USC’s leafy-green campus this 
weekend.
College GameDay’s location 
is a weekly spur-of-the-moment 
dec ision.  Parent s Weekend 
preparations, however, are not. 
The problem inherent in this 
arrangement of “big football 
game” and “parents coming to 
visit” isn’t hard to figure out. 
When College GameDay comes 
around, they’re almost expecting 
roving masses of sports junkies 
to give the scene behind the 
an nou ncers  a  l it t le  f lavor. 
With yel l ing, noise-makers, 
plastic hands, swirling towels 
and perhaps a smidgen of free-
fl owing alcohol.
With parents around, students 
may be a little less frenetic and a 
little more tepid. After all, what 
self-respecting student could 
appropriately respond to the 
general demand to  “chug,” with 
her mom standing next to her?
College GameDay coinciding 
with Parents Weekend festivities 
was unpredictable to say the 
least — there’s no one who 
could really be blamed for this 
situation.
So, parents, if you’re going 
to go to the football game with 
your child, try to keep in mind 
that in the world of collegiate 
football is a wild and not-always-
controllable one.
And students, maybe warn 
mom and dad. It could be a 
bumpy ride.
The gnawing feeling of anxiety is prodding at 
your insides. Your shoulders are tense; you grip your 
pencil so tightly it leaves trenches where it pressed 
into your fi ngers.
You hate this professor. You skip class and leave 
angry when you actually do go. When they talk, 
you roll your eyes but keep your head down, so they 
don’t notice you. Instead of preparing for class, you 
just dread going.
This is the effect that professors can have on their 
students. The morale of a student and a classroom is 
completely dictated by the attitude of one individual, 
standing at the front gripping a piece 
of chalk.
This can be an amazing opportunity. 
Many professors slave away through 
years of school ing and t ra in ing 
to enl ighten young minds about 
something they are passionate about.
They consider the composit ion 
of their course: is the book useful? 
Does this project work? Does this 
a s s i g n m e nt  h e l p  t h e m  b e t t e r 
understand the material?
This can also be a dangerous amount 
of power for the self-righteous and 
pretentious of the world. It’s easy for students to tell 
when a teacher wants the students to learn or if the 
teacher wants to show how much they personally 
know about a subject, after a lifetime of study. 
While this can be irritating and downright 
pathetic to watch from a desk, it also affects the 
morale, and thus, the education of the students.
We’ve all had professors we didn’t click with, or 
classes that we hated, but I sense this constant theme 
in all those irritating classes: the professor had a bad 
attitude. 
Whether they had failed the practical aspect of 
their field and gone into teaching, keeping their 
resentment in their suitcase or if they were a TA who 
thought they were too cool or a veteran of the trade 
who delighted in the power trip of their position, 
they were not there to help.
I fear that this issue does not have a solution. 
There will be classes and teachers you don’t like 
and part of growing up is learning how to deal with 
people and things that you don’t care for. 
But refuse to let that truth stand in the way of 
another truth: sometimes it is the professor’s fault 
too. A degree does not make a person perpetually 
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If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, 
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com 
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
View point s page is to st imulate 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community. All published 
authors are expected to provide logical 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should 
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must be 
200 to 300 words in length and include 
the author’s name, year in school and 
area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
A l l  s ubm i s s ion s  b ecome t he 
property of The Daily Gamecock and 

















































































GameDay and Parents 
Weekend coincide Saturday
OUR STANCE 
The storm of screaming fans 
that will follow won’t exactly 
set the right tone for parents.
“With parents around, 
students may be a 
little less frenetic and 
a little more tepid. 
After all, what self-
respecting student could 
appropriately respond to 
the general command 
to “chug,” with her mom 
standing next to her?”
Keep parents in mind when 
GameDay comes to campus
Protesters show need for Pride
Demonstrators show why 
LGBT Pride necessary
Professor’s talent based more on 
ability to teach than showing off
In the classroom, 
instructor attitude 
is all that matters
WHAT’S YOUR TAKE? 
Do you want your opinion voiced 
in The Daily Gamecock? Send 
columns and letters to the editor 
to:
viewpoints@dailygamecock.com
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The sun finally came out on Saturday, and 
with it came rainbow fl ags, banners and clothing. 
Columbia’s 25th annual S.C. Pride Festival kicked 
off with a noon parade beginning on one end of 
Main Street, continuing down Sumter and ending 
in front of the State House.
Columbia native Mara Cowen, a f irst-year 
biological studies student, carried the lead banner 
for this Saturday’s parade after making a friend at 
last year’s festival.
“I carried the banner for Young Democrats 
last year, and I met this woman who is a cancer 
survivor. I think it’s relapsed and she has it again,” 
Cowen said. “She’s lead the parade for 15 years — 
I met her last year and carried [the banner]  with 
her.  I ran into her this morning, and she said, ‘Do 
you want to lead the parade with me again?’”
Guests like Cowen who have attended the 
festival over the years are noticing significant 
progress, with an increase in overall attendance 
and a decrease in protestors.
Pride events have been growing in Columbia 
w it h involvement and suppor t f rom USC 
undergraduates and the overall youth culture 
of the cit y, creat ing a thr iv ing, symbiot ic 
relationship.  According to Ben Aaron, third-year 
computer science and mathematics student and 
LGBT supporter,  the city is proving privy to the 
currents of change.
“It shows how forward-thinking you are, and 
it opens you up to experiences you might not 
have had otherwise,” Aaron said. “I think that’s 
what college and the undergraduate experience 
is supposed to be about. It’s about expanding 
horizons and doing things that maybe, when you 
graduate, you won’t be able to do. I think Pride is 
one of those things.”
All signs are indicating increased openness, 
freedom and overall optimism amongst the local 
LGBT community. 
Though South Carolina Pride is fi nally getting 
its long-awaited day in the sun, it has had to 
come a long way over its 25-year history. This 
Saturday was Columbia resident John Dawkins‘ 
24th consecutive attendance to the Pride festival, 
and he has noticed an emphasis on the cultural 
aspect of the festival as it has changed over the 
years.
“It’s a lot more family friendly and a lot less 
political,” Dawkins said, who attended his second 
Pride festival with his fi ancé. “It’s really exciting 
for me to bring him here for that.”
Dawkins worked for a number of polit ical 
organizations centered around LGBT rights, 
including  South Carolina Pride, South Carolina 
Equality and nonprofi t group Stand Out.  While 
past festivals might have been more political, this 
year’s attendants reveled in the sense of harmony 
and empowerment in the community.
Despite the smiling faces and excitement, 
Dawkins feels that it still takes a great deal of 
courage to make it out to the festival.
“I think for a lot of people, this is South 
Carolina, so this is a huge step to make that step 
out,” he said. “The thing for me that is really cool 
is watching the youth. Watching the youth come 
out and really accept themselves ... I’ve worked in 
this realm for years politically and it’s great to see 
that.”
Thrilled with the turnout amongst the younger 
generation, Dawkins  said feels it’s important 
that all kinds of people make their presence and 
encouragement felt.
“I think it’s good for anybody. Especially 
if you’re LGBT youth, come out and express 
yourself,” Dawkins said. “Be who you are. Our 
allies, its very important for them to be out to 
show support but also to experience other realms 
of culture and other people.”
25 years of progress
South Carolina Pride continues 
empowerment in LGBT community
Artie Braswell
@TDG_MIX
Hannah Cleaveland, Ben Crawford and Heidi Stone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina Pride has celebrated the LGBT community with an annual weekend full of speeches, performances, celebration and parades for the past 25 years.
DG
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“Let’s Talk” is a program that provides easy access to informal 
confidential consultations with counselors from the Counseling 
and Human Development Center (CHDC). Counselors hold walk-in 
hours at sites around and near campus Tuesday through Thursday.




Medical Student Library 
Conference Room
6439 Garners Ferry Rd.
Honors Residence Hall
Room A107
Let’s Talk counselors provide informal consultations to help 
students with specific problems and to introduce them to what it’s 
like to speak with a counselor.
To learn more, visit: 
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/chdc/lets-talk
In support of Healthy Carolina 
Improving student success through healthy living
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.
Capstone Room 111
PHD • JORGE CHAM
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HOUSING
 Sweet 2 bedroom 1 Bath 
Harden Between 5 pts and 
Rosewood!
Spiffy well-kept 2 bedroom 
1 Bath apartment in a 
Quadplex- w/d, central a/c 
heat Between 5 pts and 
Rosewood. Managed by 
Patton Properties. Call 803 
256 2184.   Hardwood floors, 
ample off street parking and 





PEOPLES PAWN SHOP 
INC SEEKING PART TIME 
YOUNG PERSON, WILL 
WORK AROUND CLASS 
SCHEDULE, MUST BE ABLE 
TO LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS, 
WELL GROOMED, HONEST, 
RELIABLE, ABLE TO PASS 
CRIMINAL BACKGROUND 
CHECK, APPLY IN PERSON 
MON THRU FRI. 9AM TO 4PM 
SEE JON 1324 ASSEMBLY 
ST, COLUMBIA, SC     803-
256-1888
EMPLOYMENT
Part-time clinical assistant 
available at Midlands 
Orthopaedics, p.a. Please 
send your resume to feil@
midlandsortho.com
ACROSS
















24 Nutritional fi g.
25 Writer LeShan
28 Part of PST: Abbr.
29 Saintly glow











48 Juan Carlos, to
his subjects
51 RR terminus
52 Prime rib au __
54 “From the halls of
Montezuma”
soldier









65 China’s Zhou __







1 Eats, with “up” or
“down”
2 Bat for a higher
average than
3 Overseas

































35 Sighs of relief
36 Barking sounds
37 One writing verse
38 Quit cold turkey
42 __ vu: familiar
feeling
43 Plod






49 Pitch a tent
50 Naval petty offi cer





































L o n g - t e r m  c a r e e r 
p l a n s  ad va nce  w it h 
Pluto direct. Mysteries 
g e t  s o l v e d ,  a s  t h e 
truth reveals. Illusions 
wash away. Enjoy the 
A u t u m n  E q u i n o x 
a s  t h e  S u n  e n t e r s 
L ibra ,  h igh l ight i ng 
partnerships. Take a 
walk together for a brief 
escape.
Taurus 
L a u n c h  y o u r  n e x t 
adventure with Pluto 
direct .  It ’s  been f un 
and now work beckons. 
Fantasies dissolve, and 
pract ica l issues ca l l . 
Celebrate the Autumn 
Equinox as you maintain 
w o r k  m o m e n t u m . 
Patience and persistence 
triumph.
Gemini 
Someone needs extra 
at tent ion.  Post pone 
travel. Get your work 
done. Share the load. 
Move slowly to avoid 
accidents and error. Take 
act ion on a f inancial 
matter, now that Pluto 
is direct. Savor family 
fun with the Autumn 
Equinox.
Cancer 
Celebrate home and 
family with the Autumn 
Equinox. Long-term 
par t nersh ips deepen 
and st rengthen with 
Pluto direct . Rev iew 
the budget to d ispel 
illusions about what you 
have. Costs could be 
unexpectedly high. 
Leo 
Advance at work with 
Pluto direct. Your efforts 
seem to go farther and 
with greater ease. Focus 
on pract ical matters, 
rather than pursuing 
mirages. The Autumn 
E q u i n o x  h e r a l d s  a 
mont h  o f  p ower f u l 
communicat ions and 
transportation.
Virgo 
E n t e r t a i n i n g 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c a l l 
you  out  w it h  Pluto 
direct . Play ent icing 
games. Inv ite family 
p a r t i c ip a t i o n .  T h e 
A u t u m n  E q u i n o x 
launches a prof itable 
month. Spend less than 
you bring in and save. 
Squirrel those nuts away.
Libra 
It’s easier to keep house 
with Pluto direct. Your 
personal growth and 
power leap forward with 
the Autumn Equinox 
and the sun entering 
your sign tonight. Your 
plans go more smoothly. 
C o m p a s s i o n  i s  a n 
essential component.
Scorpio 
Communicat ions and 
sh ipp i ng  f low  w it h 
greater ease now that 
Pluto is direct. Begin a 
phase of introspection 
and resolving internal 
c on f l i c t s  w i t h  t h i s 
A u t u m n  E q u i n o x . 
S p e c u l a t e  o n  a 
contribution you’d love 
to make. Think it over as 
you exercise.
Sagittarius 
Now that Pluto is direct, 
seeds you’ve sown sprout 
abundantly. Make long-
term f inancial plans. 
Don’t trade a sure thing 
for a pipe dream. Take 
p r a c t i c a l ,  c o n c r e t e 
actions or rest. Group 
collaborations especially 
f l o u r i s h  a f t e r  t h i s 
Autumn Equinox.
Capricorn 
C omple t e  p r o je c t s . 
Things seem to be going 
your way now that Pluto 
is direct. Advance long-
term personal priorities. 
A new ca reer  phase 
begins with the Autumn 
Equinox. Refresh your 
wardrobe. Dress the 
part.
Aquarius 
I nt ro spec t ive  i n ner 
w i sdom g u ide s  you 
with Pluto direct. Focus 
on growing st ronger 
a nd helpi ng ot her s . 
The Autumn Equinox 
heralds a new adventure, 
a period of exploration 
a nd d i scover y.  L ive 
simply and frugally, and 
consider your heart’s 
desire.
Pisces 
T h i ng s  s eem to  go 
much easier with friends 
around, especially with 
Pluto direct. Deepen 
and nurture long-term 
relations. The Autumn 
E q u i nox  h a r k e n s  a 
month of shared profit 
potential. Work together 
for mutual benefi t. Build 
strong foundations. 
HOROSCOPES
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Vanderbilt had barely put up a fight against its 
three opponents prior to South Carolina, but if we’ve 
learned anything from the 2014 Gamecocks, it’s to 
expect the unexpected.
No. 14 South Carolina survived Saturday in 
Nashville, escaping Vanderbilt Stadium with a 48-
34 win. But to say head coach Steve Spurrier was 
disappointed in the Gamecocks’ effort would be an 
understatement for the ages.
“The way we play is embarrassing,” he said. “And 
I’m the head coach of this embarrassing group of 
guys.”
South Carolina’s path into its head coach’s bad 
graces began immediately, as Vanderbilt’s Darrius 
Sims took the opening kick-off 91 yards for a 
touchdown. The Commodores would expand their 
lead to 14-0 before South Carolina could even get on 
the board.
After that, the Gamecocks would score 24 
uninterrupted points to take the lead for good.
It was, by most accounts, a good day at the stadium 
for the South Carolina offense. Redshirt senior 
quarterback Dylan Thompson threw for 237 yards 
and three scores and junior running back Mike Davis 
collected 112 all-purpose yards on the day.
But it was sophomore wideout Pharoh Cooper who 
stole the show against the Commodores, hauling in a 
career-high 10 catches for 114 yards on top of his 74 
yards on the ground.
“Pharoh, he can just do it all,” Thompson said. 
“He’s a humble kid that comes to work every day, and 
you’ve got to appreciate that.”
The only thing missing from Cooper’s impressive 
stat line is a touchdown, but he came half of a yard short 
of a score in the fourth quarter when he took a shotgun 
snap 70 yards before being tackled at the goal line.
“I want to be a guy our team can count on,” Cooper 
said. “Whether it be any position I’m in, through 
special teams or Wildcat or receiver, I want to be a 
guy that the whole team can count on.”
Vanderbilt Stadium hasn’t typically been a 
hospitable place for the Gamecocks. The last time 
they visited Nashville, it took some late magic 
from Connor Shaw to pull out a 17-13 win over 
the Commodores. That, on top of a banner day 
for several offensive players, should be a recipe for 
encouragement after the win, but once you go below 
the surface, there are a host of red fl ags that shot up 
Saturday night.
The Gamecock defense looked like it took a 
significant step back against a decidedly inferior 
opponent. The special teams unit was no better, 
allowing a second kick-off return touchdown in the 
third quarter.
And based on the pulse of the locker room, the 
players are just as alarmed as their head coach about 
the performance they turned in against Vanderbilt.
“We can’t play like that,” Thompson said. “We’ve 
got to sharpen up in every facet of the game.”
The execution was suspect in the beginning of the 
game, with Thompson admittedly overthrowing his 
receivers on some occasions and his targets outright 
dropping the ball on others.
But the idea was also to blame. For virtually the 
entire fi rst quarter — until there were less than 10 
seconds left in the period — South Carolina refused 
to run the ball.
Questionable tactics like this, combined with South 
Carolina’s at-times miserable defense and its slow-to-
start offense, are the reason Spurrier and his team 
take no solace in Saturday’s victory.
But the Gamecocks won, just like they did last week 
against Georgia and the week before that against East 
Carolina. And with the meat of its SEC schedule 
still ahead of it, it’s yet to be seen if South Carolina’s 
shortcomings will prove insurmountable again this 
season.
“We’ve all seen good football teams, we ain’t one of 
them,” Spurrier said. “But maybe we can be. I don’t 
know. It’s no fun for me watching us play.”
The 34 points Vanderbilt put up 
looked bad for the Gamecock defense 
u nt i l  you remember t wo of  t he 
Commodores’ touchdowns came on 
special teams.
Still, besides senior defensive back 
Brison Williams’  53-yard interception 
return right before halftime, South 
Carolina did not impress any critics 
going up against a below average offense.
Head coach Steve Spurrier was one 
of those critics. He went as far to say 
he used trickery with sophomore wide 
receiver Pharoh Cooper late in the 
fourth quarter because he wanted to 
keep his defense from getting back on 
the fi eld. He told the SEC Network after 
the game that if he didn’t put Cooper in 
at Wildcat quarterback, the Vanderbilt 
offense would have came back to tie the 
contest up “in a minute.”
The Head Ball Coach seemed to settle 
down once he started looking at the stat 
sheet in his post-game press conference. 
He noted Williams’ huge touchdown, 
which was the fi rst interception return 
for a score since 2012 against Arkansas.
Spurrier added that his defense held 
the Commodores to just 55 plays, as well 
as under 400 total yards of offense.
“Vanderbilt has not been an offensive 
juggernaut in the SEC, and we did 
hold them to really not a lot of points,” 
Spurrier said.
The Commodores came into the 
matchup averaging just 252 total yards 
per game and surpassed that mark with 
379 against the Gamecocks, despite 
hav ing to lean on t rue f reshman 
quarterback Wade Freebeck for the 
majority of the game. Sophomore 
Patton Robinette got the start but lasted 
just two drives before leaving due to a 
head injury. He led Vanderbilt to a 14-0 
lead after an eight-yard touchdown pass 
to redshirt freshman C.J. Duncan.
Freebeck went 11-for-20 and compiled 
168 passing yards with a touchdown and 
interception apiece. The interception 
was costly, as it gave the Gamecocks 
momentum and a 17-14 lead before the 
break.
Williams said that he was covering 
the slant on his interception, but the 
receiver ran an out route and Freebeck 
just took a long time to throw the ball, 
allowing the defensive back to get over 
in time
Considering he is battling a forearm 
injury, Williams played well and was one 
of the lone bright spots for the South 
Carolina defense. He started the game 
at safety, but moved back to cornerback 
after some of the younger players were 
struggling.
A notable error came in the third 
quarter when the Gamecocks had 
Vanderbilt pinned deep in its own 
territory. Freebeck lobbed a second-
down pass from inside his own 10-yard 
line to Steven Scheu for a 31-yard 
gain because redshirt sophomore Rico 
McWilliams did not turn his head 
around in the secondary to locate the 
ball. Instead of extending its lead with 
the opponent in bad fi eld position, the 
Gamecocks allowed a fi eld goal to make 
the score 27-24.
Things got a bit more positive in the 
fourth quarter when redshirt senior 
defensive tackle J.T. Surratt blocked a 
Vanderbilt 46-yard fi eld goal attempt. 
Shortly after, South Carolina helped 
preserve its two-touchdown lead after 
true freshman Bryson Allen-Williams 
recovered a fumble by the Commodores’ 
kick return team.
The fumble was a much better 
outcome for the Gamecocks than 
the two kickoffs sophomore Darrius 
Sims took to the house, which kept the 
Commodores alive. 
Understandably disgusted with the 
play of his kickoff coverage, Spurrier 
said he told special teams coordinator 
Joe Robinson that the head coach would 
now be in charge of that unit.
Spurrier was not happy at how the 
defense fi nished either, allowing an easy 
four-play, 70-yard drive that resulted 
in a Vanderbilt touchdown. Williams 
said everybody on the defense was a bit 
embarrassed about how the end of the 
contest played out.
“We gave up a lot of junk yards at 
the end of the game,” he said. “I think 
[Spurrier]  was mad about that.”
Defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward 
said his team is giving up too many big 
plays in simple coverages, and it may be 
a while before the defense becomes one 
of South Carolina’s strengths.
“We’re still a long way away,” Ward 
said. “You hate to end the game the way 
we did the last drive.”
South Carolina defense remains a question
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Senior J.T. Surratt blocked a 46-yard fi eld goal attempt in the fourth quarter.
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Sophomore wide receiver Pharoh Cooper gained 188 total yards (114 receiving, 74 rushing), including a 70-yard run in the fourth quarter that helped seal the game.
 Cooper’s career night helps  
overcome shaky special teams
 Williams’ interception for 




‘Dores finally break down
